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SG50 a reminder 
not to take S’pore’s 
success for granted 
I hope my fellow Singaporeans had a 
good long Jubilee Weekend. 

It has been an amazing 50 years 
for Singapore — as many know, we 
have been an improbable nation from 
the start.

By every measure, we have no 
right to exist as a sovereign nation. It 
was only possible because of the hard 
work of our pioneers, led by Mr Lee 
Kuan Yew. 

Without him and his generation, we 
would not have survived as a country 
and be celebrating SG50.

I am grateful for what this little red 
dot has given me. It is not perfect, but 
I have more to be thankful for than to 
be angry about here.

Young need stimulation, role models to be future leaders

The unity and strength demonstrat-
ed in multicultural Singapore’s 50th 
birthday celebration was overwhelm-
ing. From being written off in 1965 to 
a Golden Jubilee now, the centenary 
celebration in 2065 looks promising, 
and the future is bright.

Heartening to see a clean 
Padang after the parade

My wife and I attended the Nation-
al Day Parade at the Padang, and a 
heartening sight after the show was 
that the place was amazingly clean.

We saw many Singaporeans car-
rying their trash using the bags pro-
vided. Well done, Singapore. I think 
we are now growing conscious about 
our environment.

I hope the young generation will 
lead the country passionately and con-
fidently, and uphold the principles at 
Singapore’s core: Love, respect, and 
compassion.

Where there is a loving soul, there 
is always an opportunity for kindness. 
Values are at the core of human na-
ture. With kindness, even the smallest 

can help the biggest. Often, a kind act 
is its own reward.

The young should be provided with 
a constant stream of intellectual and 
emotional stimulation for them to up-
lift the country, emulate role models 
and guardians, and face a future of 
positive challenges and unending op-
portunities.

When I visited a city in Thailand 
two years ago, I saw many scruffy chil-
dren begging for food and money. It 
reminds me that this could have been 
my fate if I had been born in another 
country.

Considering that many countries 
are now embroiled in political and eco-
nomic turmoil, being born in Singa-
pore has been like winning a lottery.

This historic National Day, my wish 
is that my generation, who grew up in 
the post-war boom years, would never 
take our country for granted, never 
believe that we are a normal country 
and never let our guard down.

We should work harder to build on 
what our forefathers have achieved. 
This is my country, this is my flag, and 
I am proud to be Singaporean.

the audience leaving with their rubbish at the padang after 
the end of the National day parade. Photo: taY Yong hong

We saw 
many Singa-
poreans 
carrying 
their trash 
using the 
bags  
provided. 

From tay yong hong

From maa Zhi hong

From BaBy mathen mathews
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Everyone can play a part in Singapore's journey to build a Smart Nation. We invite you to join 
us in co-creating innovative tech solutions that will make Singapore a better home for 
everyone, and address real-life challenges faced by others in the world.

facebook.com/SmartNationSG

Visit
www.smartnation.sg

to find the various avenues
in co-creating solutions.

It is easy to 
cite servant-
leadership as 
an aspiration, 
yet the more 
tangible 
ideal should 
be greater 
accountability.

NS anchored 
by defence, 
deterrence, 
and greater 
accountability

In an ambitious commentary, “A new 
vision for National Service in Singa-
pore” (Aug 7), Mr Seah Chin Siong ar-
gues that NS “can no longer continue 
to be defined narrowly and simply 
as forced conscription into military  
service”.

He laments that NS “remains 
largely limited to military capabili-
ties”. However, the vision he articu-
lates for the future is not insightful or 
productive, and ignores the founda-
tions of the institution.

Since its inception, NS has been 
premised upon the principles of de-
fence and deterrence. It may be “the 
same historical narrative”, but with-
out these anchors, convincing prag-
matic Singaporeans on the impor-
tance of conscription would be an 
impossible task.

Education in this regard is crucial. 
Mr Seah cites the enthusiastic appli-
cants he interviewed for the Singa-
pore Armed Forces Volunteer Corps 
(SAFVC), but their eagerness to 
make sacrifices counts for little with-
out an appreciation of Singapore’s  
vulnerability.

Also, the commitment attached to 
the SAFVC, a voluntary endeavour, 
pales in comparison to the obligations 
demanded of full-time national ser-

vicemen. And Mr Seah does not quite 
justify the new trend of immigrants 
stepping up to volunteer or contribute.

His predictions that the NS of the 
future will “focus on harnessing” the 
talents of individuals and have smaller 
unit sizes have been acknowledged as 
inevitable trends. Following the rec-
ommendations of the Committee to 
Strengthen NS, the Singapore Armed 
Forces has plans to deploy conscripts 
based on their skills, with the possibil-
ity of offering further accreditation.

Singapore’s demographic challeng-
es have made it necessary for the SAF 
to coordinate leaner but no less effec-
tive units through technological ad-
vances. In this vein, the commentary 
barely crafts a new vision for NS here.

Perhaps the one thing Mr Seah is 
right about is the need for “the style 
of leadership in our military institu-
tions (to) evolve into a more enlight-
ened model”.

It is easy to cite servant-leadership 
as an aspiration, yet the more tangible 

ideal should be greater accountability.
Rank-and-file soldiers — beyond 

the training ground — should be en-
couraged to challenge the status quo, 
flag concerns when their commanders 
are out of line, and provide feedback 
more regularly.

Besides using terms such as “em-
pathy”, it would be more constructive 
to institute platforms or processes 
that facilitate these aforementioned 
interactions, thereby yielding more 
meaningful results.

From Kwan Jin yao

Rank-and-file soldiers — beyond the training ground — should 
be encouraged to challenge the status quo, flag concerns when 
their commanders are out of line, and provide feedback more 
regularly. TODAY File PhOTO


