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S’pore narrows GDP growth forecast for the full year
ANgELA TENg
angelateng@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Singapore has slashed the 
upper end of its annual growth fore-

Mr Lui (centre) said 
his decision was a 
personal choice. 
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Transport Minister Lui to leave politics
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SINGAPORE — Just a day before the Peo-
ple’s Action Party (PAP) was due to 
start unveiling its slate of candidates 
for the General Election (GE), the rul-
ing party was rocked by news yester-
day that Transport Minister Lui Tuck 
Yew will step down from politics and 
not contest the polls, despite several 
attempts by the Prime Minister and 
other senior Cabinet members to get 
him to stay on.  

Decision to step down made 
with ‘deep regret’, was conveyed 
to PM Lee early this year

With the country moving into elec-
tion mode following its Golden Jubi-
lee celebrations last weekend, the de-
cision — which Mr Lui said was first 
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he stepped down from the Cabinet, 
following the 2011 GE, and remains a 
Member of Parliament. Mr Lui, how-
ever, is leaving politics for good, after a 
short political career that saw the for-
mer Chief of Navy hailed by Mr Lee as 
a potential office holder when he first 
entered politics in 2006. 

In a letter dated yesterday, Mr Lui 
— who will turn 54 later this month _ 
wrote to Mr Lee to confirm his deci-
sion, which was made with “deep re-
gret”, not to stand for re-election. 

Noting that Mr Lee was bringing 
in new blood to strengthen the Cabi-
net, Mr Lui said: “I have put my ut-
most into fulfilling my responsibilities. 
I thank you for letting me know your 
intention to re-appoint me as a Cabi-
net Minister, if I was to be re-elected 
at the coming General Election. But 
the General Election also provides an 
opportunity for me to step back from 
politics without causing any major dis-
ruption to Government at the end of 
its term.” 

He added that Mr Lee and several 
senior Cabinet members tried hard 
to persuade him to change his mind. 

conveyed to Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong “early this year” — caught po-
litical analysts off-guard, and cast a 
pall over the transport portfolio which 
is in danger of becoming a poisoned 
chalice, the analysts said. 

Mr Lui’s predecessor, Mr Raymond 
Lim, also served only one term before 
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cast as ongoing risks from an uncer-
tain external environment and a slow-
down in global trade continue to weigh 
on the export-dependent economy, in 
a move market watchers here said is 

a “more realistic” outlook.  
The growth forecast for 2015 is 

now between 2 per cent and 2.5 per 
cent, compared with the previous 
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