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Sengkang, Punggol to have 1,000 
childcare places by mid-2016 
LAURA PHILOMIN
lauraphilomin@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Sengkang and Punggol 
will have 1,000 new childcare places 
by the middle of next year, as con-
struction of two of the five mega child-
care centres the Government is build-
ing starts this month.

Each of the two upcoming facili-
ties will be able to take in up to 500 
children, with NTUC First Campus’ 
My First Skool in charge of the Seng-
kang centre and E-Bridge Pre-School 
running the one in Punggol, the Early 
Childhood Development Agency (EC-
DA) said yesterday.

The Sengkang centre will also be 
the first to have an Early Intervention 
Programme for Infants & Children 
(EIPIC) centre — catering to children 
with special needs — co-located on its 
grounds. The latter, which has 300 
places, will be run by the Asian Wom-
en’s Welfare Association (AWWA).

The Sengkang centre will have 
outdoor features such as climbing 
mounds, butterfly gardens, a mini 
amphitheatre and a water-play area. 
Fees will be about S$714 a month, ex-
cluding Goods and Services Tax and 
before subsidies — similar to the fees 
at other My First Skool centres.

Elaborating on the Sengkang cen-
tre’s curriculum and design, My First 
Skool’s deputy general manager Thi-
an Ai Ling said there would be spac-
es designed to facilitate learning in 

centre in sengkang first to offer early intervention programme for infants and children

science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. For instance, solar pan-
els will be installed on the roofs for 
children to learn about energy con-
servation, she added.

“The big advantage of a centre of 
this size ... is we’re able to create very 
innovative and interesting learning 
spaces, which we would not have been 

able to do in a much smaller childcare 
centre that’s typically in a void-deck 
location,” added NTUC First Campus 
chief executive officer Chan Tee Seng.

The remaining three mega child-
care centres, each of which has a ca-
pacity of 300, will open in Jurong West, 
Woodlands and Yishun by the end of 
next year. Plans for the mega childcare 

centres were announced earlier this 
year, as part of the Government’s aim 
to add 2,400 new childcare places on 
top of the 20,000 spots it had pledged 
to provide between 2013 and 2017.

Dr Lam Pin Min, who is Member of 
Parliament for Sengkang West, said 
at the groundbreaking ceremony for 
the centre in his ward yesterday that 
the additional places would ease the 
long waiting list at some of the exist-
ing centres in the town, which has a 
young demographic profile.

A Sengkang West resident who 
wanted to be known only as Ms Xiao 
Chen, 33, said she has not been able to 
return to work because she could not 
find a place in childcare centres for her 
two-year-old daughter, despite going 
to Ang Mo Kio and Hougang towns.

Social and Family Development 
Minister Tan Chuan-Jin, who also 
attended yesterday’s ceremony, said 
the new centre would go beyond meet-
ing the needs of young parents in non-
mature estates.

Referring to the co-location of the 
mainstream and EIPIC childcare cen-
tres, Mr Tan told reporters: “(It) is an 
important development because it al-
lows the students to interact ... I think 
it’s a good opportunity to infuse values 
at a very early stage and also ... allows 
parents to begin to understand chil-
dren with different needs — what are 
their challenges, what are the differ-
ent things we can do to help them and 
build a more inclusive society.”

AWWA chief executive officer Tim 
Oei added that moving towards an in-
tegrated model would not only offer 
convenience to families with children 
with special needs, but allow siblings 
to be close to one another even if they 
are attending classes in the two dif-
ferent centres.

Registration for the Sengkang cen-
tre will start in January.

My First Skool will be in charge of the Sengkang centre, which will have outdoor features such as climbing 
mounds, butterfly gardens, a mini amphitheatre and water-play area. PHOtO: LOw weI XIN

estimate of between 2 per cent and 4 
per cent, said the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry (MTI) yesterday.

“The global economy performed 
weaker than expected in the first half 
of 2015. For the rest of the year, global 
growth is expected to pick up gradual-
ly, although the pace of growth is likely 
to be uneven across economies,” said 
the MTI.

Several downside risks in the ex-
ternal economic environment remain, 
said the MTI, highlighting concerns 
over the real-estate sector and stock 
market in China, the ongoing political 
uncertainty in the eurozone and the 
appreciation of the United States dol-
lar, and the impending normalisation 
of US interest rates.

“With the slowdown in economic 
growth, especially in emerging econ-
omies being a recurring theme, Sin-
gapore’s new 2015 growth range of 
between 2 per cent and 2.5 per cent 
range is more realistic,” said Mr Song 
Seng Wun, economist at CIMB Pri-
vate Banking. 

“The narrowing was expected be-

cause the growth in the first half of 
the year came in at the lower end of 
the previous 2.0 to 4.0 per cent range 
forecast.”

The final print of Singapore’s sec-
ond-quarter gross domestic product 
expansion was revised upwards to 1.8 
per cent year-on-year from the flash 
estimate of 1.7 per cent, the MTI said 
yesterday. That compares with a 2.8 
per cent on-year growth in the previ-
ous quarter.

On a seasonally adjusted basis, sec-
ond-quarter GDP declined an annu-
alised 4 per cent in the three months 
through June, from -4.6 per cent in the 
advance print, the MTI said, reversing 
from 4.1 per cent growth in the pre-
ceding quarter.

However, the underlying details re-
main weak, and “Singapore’s second-
quarter GDP contraction is unlikely to 
be fully recaptured in the second-half 
given tepid external conditions — es-
pecially in China — even if output in 
the volatile manufacturing segments 
fully rebounds”, said HSBC economist 
Joseph Incalcaterra.

“The main problems encountered 

by the Singapore economy are still the 
low labour productivity, and the high 
unit labour cost and business cost of 
manufacturing,” said Dr Tan Khay 
Boon, senior lecturer at SIM Global 
Education. “These problems have con-
tinued to plague the manufacturing 
sector and are now exerting greater 
pressure on the services sector.” 

The manufacturing sector — 
which accounts for one-fifth of the 
Singapore economy — contracted by 
4.9 per cent on-year in the April-June 
period, extending from a 2.4 per cent 
decline in the previous quarter. The 
sector was primarily weighed down 
by output declines in the biomedical 
manufacturing and transport engi-
neering clusters.

The transportation and storage 
sector declined by 0.9 per cent on-
year, due to less sea cargo handled. 
The accommodation and food services 
sector was also lower by 0.6 per cent 
compared to a year ago.

Other sectors such as construction, 
wholesale and retail trade, informa-
tion and communications, finance 
and insurance, business services and 

other services posted year-on-year 
growth.

In a separate report yesterday, 
trade promotion agency IE Singapore 
also cut the upper end of its annual 
forecast for non-oil domestic exports 
(NODX). Growth is now expected to be 
between 1 and 2 per cent, from 1 per 
cent to 3 per cent previously.

Exports for the Republic in the 
second quarter grew at 2.1 per cent, 
lower than first quarter’s 4.8 per cent 
growth as shipments of both elec-
tronic and non-electronic products 
weakened. These downside risks are 
unlikely to shake the Monetary Au-
thority of Singapore into another pol-
icy revision, though. 

The central bank, which uses the ex-
change rate as its main monetary pol-
icy tool, resisted pressure in April to 
add to an unexpected January easing.

“This narrowed (GDP) growth 
forecast lies within our planning pa-
rameters of the current exchange-
rate policy,” MAS deputy managing 
director Jacqueline Loh told report-
ers yesterday. 

“The current stance of a modest 
and gradual appreciation of the Sin-
gapore dollar remains appropriate to 
ensure medium-term price stability.”

S’pore narrows GDP growth forecast for the full year
CONtINUed fROM PAge 1

With the 
slowdown 
of economic 
growth, 
especially 
in emerging 
economies 
being a 
recurring 
theme, 
Singapore’s 
new 2015 
growth range 
of between  
2 per cent  
and 2.5 per 
cent range is 
more realistic.
Mr Song Seng Wun
eCONOMIst At CIMB 
PRIvAte BANkINg

 



today • Wednesday 12 august 201511                


