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Workplace fatalities rise this year 
as more workers fall from height

FRANCIS LAW
francislaw@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — Despite efforts by the 
Workplace Safety and Health (WSH) 
Council to encourage safer workplace 
practices, more workers fell from 
height to their deaths in the first 10 
months of the year, compared with the 
whole of last year. 

The council said yesterday that as 
of October, there were 16 such deaths 
at workplaces, up from 10 cases in 
the whole of last year — the highest  

iNcideNts occur despite improvemeNts iN saFety iN First halF oF the year

More falls, deaths in first  
10 months of this year  
than in whole of last year

since 2012. 
In July to October alone, there 

were eight such deaths, five of which 
happened at construction sites. In one 
case, a worker fell from a ladder dur-
ing a tree-cutting operation, and in 
another, a worker fell through an un-
guarded floor opening.

There were also 87 cases of major 
injuries from falls from height in the 
first 10 months of this year, compared 
with 88 cases in the whole of last year. 
Major injuries refer to non-fatal but 
severe injuries such as crushing, frac-
tures and dislocation of bones, blind-
ness and paralysis.

In a speech at the launch of the 
Falls Prevention Campaign held at 
Singapore Expo yesterday, Minister 
of State for Manpower Sam Tan al-
so revealed that the overall number 
of work-related fatalities and injuries 
in the first 10 months of the year was 
higher than that of last year. 

The WSH Council could not share 
details on these figures, as they are 
still being finalised.  

This comes on the back of improve-
ments in workplace safety in the first 
half of the year, where the number 
of workplace fatalities and injuries 
dropped by 15 per cent and 9.3 per 
cent respectively, year-on-year.  

In his speech, Mr Tan, who is also 
Minister of State in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, described the rise in inci-
dents related to falls as a “worrying 
and unacceptable trend”.

In the first 10 months of the year, 
there were two deaths from slips, trips 
and falls — excluding falls from height 
— with one of them involving a worker 
who slipped, fell and hit her head in a 
factory last month. 

Last year, there were four such 
deaths, caused by falls from vehicles 
and, in one case, falling down a flight 
of stairs. 

The annual Falls Prevention Cam-
paign is rolled out around the festive 
season to warn companies against 
complacency as it nears the festive 
and holiday period. With the tendency 
for companies to rush to finish work 
before the holidays, it is common for 
them to overlook safe work proce-
dures, said the WSH Council.

Apart from campaigns, other ef-
forts include clinics conducted by the 
Ministry of Manpower (MOM) to edu-
cate companies on the fundamentals 
of working at heights, as well as en-
forcement actions such as Operation 
Cormorant, which is an eight-week op-
eration to inspect workplaces for un-
safe work practices. About 300 of the 
500 spot checks planned have been 
conducted so far.

“Workplace safety and health is a 
journey without an end,” Mr Tan said.  
“We must stay vigilant at all times to 
ensure each and every one of us goes 
home safely to our loved ones at the 
end of each day.”
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