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We continue our series with a preview of what to watch out for next year in the lifestyle, cultural and sporting scenes.
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Movies  More Singapore 
films to hit screens 14

Sports  High hopes as 
S’pore charts future 10
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on monday, toDaY reviews a momentous 2015 for Singaporeans, and looks at what’s in store in local politics.

toDaY wishes  
our readers a 
Happy new Year. 
We will be back 
on monday.

Man charged with throwing cat down 13 floors
VALERIE KOH
valeriekohsf@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A 40-year-old man was 
charged in court yesterday for his in-
volvement in the recent spate of cat 
abuse cases in Yishun yesterday but it 
is unclear yet if there is more than one 
perpetrator behind the acts.

One charge of animal cruelty was 
pressed against Lee Wai Leong in the 

Students ‘must 
be innovators for 
S’pore to succeed’

TOH EE MING
toheeming@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — After playing a criti-
cal role in the nation’s progress in 
the past 50 years, education is at an 
“inflexion point”, said Acting Edu-
cation Minister (Schools) Ng Chee 
Meng. And the two main challenges 
for schools now are to create an en-
vironment where young minds want 
to keep on pushing the envelope and 
nurture strong emotional ties to Sin-
gapore in children.

In his first major speech setting 
out his vision for schools yesterday, 
Mr Ng said schools must go beyond 
teaching students to be good at solv-
ing problems, but help them develop 

the instincts and ability to be value- 
creators. Because as Singapore con-
fronts potential challenges such as 
its shrinking population and a turbu-
lent world economy, it will need more 
“innovators, inventors, path-blazers, 
people who can push the envelope”, 
in the mould of Ms Olivia Lum of wa-
ter-solutions company Hyflux, and 
Mr Tan Min-Liang, who co-founded 
gaming product firm Razer.

“(We have to) encourage them to 
bravely persist in pushing bounda-
ries ... Help them have the courage, 
to try, fail, try again, fail again, and 
eventually succeed,” Mr Ng said, ad-
dressing about 500 school leaders 
at an appointment and appreciation 
ceremony for principals at Shan-
gri-La Hotel. Sixty-three principals 
were appointed, of whom 22 are 
new appointees.

He cited two positive examples his 
ministry and schools could emulate. 

Ng Chee Meng also calls for  
a ‘need-seeking’ mindset  
and a strong ‘S’pore heartbeat’ 
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FAMILY IN FATAL CRASH LAID TO REST The hearses of the three victims of the 
Christmas Day car crash near Mersing, Malaysia, leaving Sin Ming Drive yesterday. The first hearse bore 
a photo of the three deceased as Christian songs in Mandarin played in the background. SINGAPORE • 24

State Courts yesterday, for flinging an 
adult male Mackerel Tabby domes-
tic shorthair cat from the 13th floor 
of 115B Yishun Ring Road at around 
10.30am on Oct 30, killing it.

But there have been 19 cases of cat 
abuse in Yishun since Sept 24 this 
year, with carcasses being found of 
felines thrown from height, strangled, 
bludgeoned on the head and back, and 
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