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S’pore’s efforts 
to tackle haze 
culprits ‘not 
about national 
sovereignty’
SINGAPORE — Indonesia should welcome 
Singapore’s transboundary haze laws 
as an additional tool to curtail irre-
sponsible acts that have caused the 
haze which has plagued both Indo-
nesians and others in the region for 
decades, Singapore’s Ministry of the 
Environment and Water Resources 
(Mewr) said yesterday.

The issue, the ministry added in a 
statement, was thus not one of “sov-
ereignty or national dignity”, despite 
recent statements by Indonesian En-
vironment and Forestry Minister 
Dr Siti Nurbaya Bakar that Singapore 
could not “tread on the realm of law 
that was under Indonesia”, and that 
the Republic’s actions showed that it 
“did not respect Indonesia”.

Indonesian Vice-President Jusuf 
Kalla also entered the fray, warning 
earlier this week that the country 
would not allow Singapore to prose-
cute its citizens suspected of causing 
forest fires that led to the haze which 
blanketed the region last year. 

His comments were in response 
to Singapore issuing a court warrant 
against an unnamed Indonesian com-
pany director after he failed to turn up 
for an interview over ongoing investi-
gations into firms linked to last year’s 
haze, despite being served a legal notice.

Yesterday, Mewr said Singapore’s 
Transboundary Haze Pollution Act 
(THPA) is aimed at deterring and pros-
ecuting entities that are responsible for 
transboundary haze pollution in Singa-
pore, whether Singaporean or foreign. 
The act, it said, “adds to the collective ef-
forts to hold errant companies account-
able for their irresponsible actions”.  

“Indonesia should welcome this ad-
ditional tool to curtail irresponsible 
activities that have affected the health, 
social and economic well-being of In-
donesians and people in the region,” 
said Mewr. 

6 TB cases found at Ang Mo Kio block
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SINGAPORE — In an unusual situation, 
a cluster of six multi-drug-resistant 
tuberculosis cases has emerged at 
a Housing and Development Board 
(HDB) block in Ang Mo Kio, although 

Cause of transmission for some cases unknown, as they did not interact with others

some of them did not know, or interact 
with, the others, leaving unexplained  
how the disease could have spread. 

As a precautionary measure, the 
Ministry of Health (MOH) is breaking 
away from the usual routine screening 
approach — where only close contacts 
are screened — and will provide free 
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In new setback, Asean retracts S China Sea statement
SINGAPORE — The Association of South-
east Asian Nations (Asean) issued and 
then swiftly retracted a tough state-
ment on tensions in the South China 
Sea, in another embarrassing setback 
for the group whose members remain 
split on the increasingly heated terri-
torial disputes in the region. 

The statement from the 10-nation 
regional bloc was issued on Tuesday 

evening by a Malaysian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman via a WhatsApp chat 
group with regional media, following 
a meeting in the Chinese city of Kun-
ming between foreign ministers from 
Asean and China. 

“On the South China Sea, we had 
a candid exchange with Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi in view of the 
recent developments on the ground,” 

said the press statement by the Asean 
foreign ministers.

“We expressed our serious con-
cerns over recent and ongoing devel-
opments, which have eroded trust and 
confidence, increased tensions and 
which may have the potential to un-
dermine peace, security and stability 
in the South China Sea.” 
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Tuberculosis screening stations being set up yesterday at the void deck of Block 203 Ang Mo Kio Avenue 3, where a cluster of six multi-drug-resistant TB 
cases has emerged. Residents of the block have been offered free screening as a precautionary measure, from 9am to 9pm until Sunday. PHOTO: JASON QUAH
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on-site TB screening to residents of 
Block 203 Ang Mo Kio Avenue 3. 

But MOH director of medical ser-
vices Benjamin Ong said at a media 
briefing yesterday that these cases do 
not pose a public health risk, and there 
is no compelling need for the authori-
ties to change the usual approach of 
contact screening of TB patients.
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