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TRE lambasted for ‘hiding  
behind anonymity, empty statements’ 
SINGAPORE — In the wake of an inac-
curate report by TR Emeritus (TRE) 
claiming Finance Minister Heng Swee 
Keat’s medical bills will be shouldered 
by taxpayers, Minister of State (Com-
munications and Information and 

Health) Chee Hong Tat has called on 
those behind the socio-political web-
site to shed their “veil of anonymity”.

Dismissing TRE’s apology over the 
report as an “empty statement by a 
faceless, nameless entity”, Mr Chee 

said in a Facebook post yesterday 
evening that websites like TRE are 
doing a disservice to Singaporeans by 
“continuing to hide behind excuses of 
anonymity and insufficient resources” 
to avoid being held accountable when-

ever they are found to have published 
false information. 

The website’s administrators, he 
said, should disclose their identity and 
take ownership of the website and its 
content, while authors’ real names 
should be used alongside their articles 
to ensure that they stand by their con-
tent. “Without these basic first steps, 
any statements by TRE will continue 
to ring hollow,” he added. 

TRE had apologised yesterday for 
republishing an article claiming that 
Mr Heng’s medical bills will be shoul-
dered by taxpayers, admitting that it 
had reproduced the piece “without 
checking the underlying facts”. The 
apology came after the Government, 
through a statement on the Gov.sg Fa-
cebook page, dismissed the article as 
a “blatant lie”.

In a Facebook post published at 
about 9.50am, the TRE said: “As a 
volunteer-managed platform, we have 
republished the piece — after edits for 
clarity — without checking the under-
lying facts. We therefore extend our 
apologies for this matter.”

The article in question, which was 
posted on the TRE website on Monday 
as a reader’s comment on an earlier 
article on Mr Heng, claimed that the 
minister was “fully entitled to free A-
Class healthcare in government and 
restructured hospitals”, and his medi-
cal fees would cost taxpayers almost 
S$500,000.

In its statement, the Government 
noted that the TRE article had giv-
en the impression that Mr Heng’s 
medical expenses were being funded 
by taxpayers. “As TRE would have 
known very well if it had bothered to 
check the facts, ministers in Singa-
pore are on the same medical benefit 
scheme — the Medisave-cum-Subsi-
dised Outpatient (MSO) scheme — as 
most civil servants.

“Officers on the MSO scheme get 
a 2 per cent CPF contribution to their 
Medisave accounts capped at S$2,380 
per year on top of their normal statu-
tory Medisave contributions. This can 
then be used to buy Medishield Life or 
other portable Medisave-approved in-
surance plan to cover their inpatient 
needs,” the statement said. 

“Ministers receive no extra bene-
fits for themselves or their spouses/
children. All ministers and other po-
litical office-holders pay tax.

“Minister Heng’s hospitalisation is 
most certainly not borne by taxpay-
ers’ monies,” it added.

On May 12, the Finance Minister 
collapsed after suffering from a stroke 
during a Cabinet meeting. In an update 
on May 30, Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said Mr Heng was “recover-
ing well”. The Government statement 
noted that the TRE editor had added 
a caveat at the end of the article wish-
ing Mr Heng well, but decided to re-
produce the story anyway to “show an 
alternative angle to his situation and 
the underlying socio-political issues”.

“A vicious lie is not an ‘alternative 
angle’. Choosing to run an article that 
contained glaring misinformation that 
could have been easily searched and 
verified online is irresponsible,” the 
statement said.

TRE’s adminis-
trators should 
come out from  
behind their 
veil of  
anonymity  
and take 
proper  
ownership of 
the website  
and its  
contents ... 
Without these 
basic first 
steps, any 
statements 
by TRE will 
continue to 
ring hollow.
Mr Chee Hong Tat
MINISTER OF STATE 
(COMMUNICATIONS  
AND INFORMATION  
AND HEALTH)
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