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Visit to museum,  
theatre to be new 
‘shared experience’

SIAU MING EN
siaumingen@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — A trip to the museum or 
theatre will soon be a new “shared 
experience” for each cohort of young 
Singaporeans, on top of attending the 
National Day Parade rehearsal and, 
more recently announced, a five-day 
Outward Bound Singapore (OBS)  
expedition camp.

In an interview with local media 
last week, Minister for Culture, Com-
munity and Youth Grace Fu said such 
plans for “one more point that defines 
us” as Singaporeans are in the offing.

“It’s beyond the food that we love, 
beyond the hawker centres that we go 
to, beyond the National Day Parade 
that we’ve attended (in Primary 5). It’s 
a visit to the museum, it’s a concert 
that we’ll all go through, it’s an OBS 
they will all have gone through in Sec-

ondary 3. So we are building a richer 
identity as Singaporeans,” she said.

More details will be shared next 
month, said Ms Fu, when the Commit-
tee of Supply debate for her ministry 
will also happen. The Budget state-
ment for this year will be announced 
on Monday.

Giving Singaporeans an added 
shared experience falls under three 
objectives her ministry will focus on in 
what Ms Fu expects to be a challeng-
ing year, citing the widening rifts that 
many developed and established soci-
eties are seeing among ethnic groups, 
locals and immigrants, as well as  
economic classes. 

At the same time, terrorist activ-
ity is increasing, and Singapore is not 
spared such threats, she added.

Noting that Singapore has been de-
scribed as a “small sampan sailing in 
a big ocean”, Ms Fu said her ministry 
aims to be the “social glue” for a more 
cohesive society, and to give Singapo-
reans reasons to be confident and op-
timistic about the future.

Amid what she described as “very 
turbulent” times, Ms Fu said the 

MCCY will be reaching out to more 
religious organisations to enhance 
community resilience as not all these 
groups are represented currently.

A comprehensive plan to docu-
ment Singapore’s heritage assets is 
also on the cards, she added, with 
the first step to consider which gen-
re and category of assets to start the  
process with. 

What is confirmed is that Singapo-
reans will be part of this documenta-
tion process, said Ms Fu.

Ways to encourage more Singa-
poreans to step forward to help cre-
ate a more caring, compassionate and 
inclusive society will also be some-
thing she will talk about during the  
Budget debate. 

One avenue is SGCares, the nation-
al movement to get Singaporeans to 
help the less fortunate, she said.

In the sporting arena, Ms Fu said 
her ministry is also looking at how to 
boost the system, inspired by the re-
cent success of the Republic’s athletes 
such as Joseph Schooling’s Olympic 
gold, and Yip Pin Xiu and Theresa 
Goh’s trio of Paralympic medals. 

This includes finding ways to sup-
port the National Sports Associations 
in the development of new athletes 
and reviewing the High Performance 

Sports System.
Within the arts sector, her minis-

try will continue to support traditional 
arts groups who are trying to adapt 
and stay relevant, said Ms Fu.

While Ms Fu disagreed that the 
relationship between artistes and 
the state can be described at times as 
“troubled”, she said she has taken it 
in her stride that there will be people 
who would be unhappy about certain 
things when it comes down to how 
they are being funded. 

Efforts to engage them will contin-
ue, she added.

Asked how she would get Singa-
porean talents pursuing their over-
seas opportunities to return, Ms Fu 
said she hopes they will continue to 
engage with the community, facilitat-
ed by her ministry, when they return. 
This includes having athletes return 
to schools to give talks, for instance.

“This is where we start off by say-
ing, do we have a heart for the people 
around you. 

“And if we start that thought, that 
process of imbuing that kind of car-
ing mentality among Singaporeans ... 
it (becomes) part of their psyche, their 
identity as Singaporean, I think then 
there’s always a string back to Singa-
pore,” she added.

detailS to be revealed next month

Plan is for it to be as iconic for 
S’poreans as hawker food or 
attending the NDP rehearsal

It’s beyond the food that we love, beyond the hawker centres that we go to, 
beyond the National Day Parade that we’ve attended (in Primary 5). It’s a 
visit to the museum, it’s a concert that we’ll all go through, it’s an OBS they 

will all have gone through in Secondary 3. So we are building a richer identity as 
Singaporeans.
Ms Grace Fu (picture)
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Man involved in largest-ever car scam in Spore gets 10 years’ jail

SINGAPORE — One of the three car deal-
ers behind the largest case of fraud 
to hit the car industry, involving more 
than S$6 million, was sentenced to 
10 years’ jail yesterday.

The 34-year-old man, Koh Chek 
Seng, together with alleged accom-
plices Alvin Loo and Jason Koh, both 
36, had set up a car dealing company, 
Volks Auto, in April 2014. 

Loo, the scam’s alleged master-
mind, was appointed the sole director 
and shareholder, and the authorised 
signatory to two bank accounts reg-
istered in the company’s name.

The trio started operations out of 
a Macpherson Road showroom the 
following month, and told customers 
that the company would directly im-

Ramzan Rizwan (left) and Rasheed Muhammad were convicted of murdering Muhammad Noor on June 11, 
2014, at a lodging house on Rowell Road. All three were in Singapore on social visit passes. today file photos

Legless body in suitcase:  
Pakistani duo to hang for murder

ValeRie Koh
valeriekohsf@mediacorp.com.sg

SINGAPORE — As much as the two Paki-
stani nationals had tried to shift the 
blame of murdering their compatriot 
to each other, their lies fell apart after 
photographs and closed-circuit tele-
vision footage showed them going to 
Mustafa Centre together to buy a saw 
and two suitcases. The saw was later 
used to dismember the victim, and the 
luggage to stow his body parts.

Yesterday in High Court, Justice 
Choo Han Teck sentenced the two 
men to hang. He said, “The video 
footage and photographs show the 
two men acting as a team. Not many 
who have just killed another can be 
free of internal turmoil or frenzy, but 
if Rasheed and Ramzan were nervous, 
that was not apparent.” 

Rasheed Muhammad, 46, and 
Ramzan Rizwan, 28, were convicted 
of murdering Muhammad Noor on 
June 11, 2014, at a lodging house along 
Rowell Road in Little India. All three 
were here on social visit passes, and 
were staying there.

After suffocating their 59-year-old 
victim with a shirt and strangling him 
with a string from a pair of Punjabi 
pants, they took about S$6,000 from 
him, dismembered him, and stashed 
his torso and legs in two suitcases. 

They wanted to dump both suit-
cases at Jalan Kubor Muslim Cem-
etery in Kampong Glam nearby, but 
the plan went awry after one of the 
wheels of the case containing the  
torso broke. 

The bloodied grey luggage was 

found abandoned at Syed Alwi Road in 
Little India by a member of the public.

Both Rasheed and Ramzan admit-
ted to gambling with the victim, but 
their accounts of the events leading up 
to the murder differed. 

port the cars that they ordered. To sell 
their story, Koh arranged for several 
cars — a Mercedes E-Class, a Mer-
cedes C-Class  and a Porsche Boxster  
— to be displayed in the showroom.

Between May 29 and Dec 7, 2014, 
the company collected deposits 
amounting to S$6,163,772 from 182 
customers. One customer, for in-
stance, paid S$163,000 for a Porsche 
Macan car.

During this time, the company 
made no effort to fulfil these orders, 
either by bidding for Certificates of 
Entitlement or applying for car impor-
tation through Singapore Customs.

Instead, the trio siphoned off their 
customers’ money by drawing mul-
tiple cash cheques from the compa-

ny’s bank accounts. Koh took at least 
S$450,000, and squandered most of 
it at casinos in Singapore. 

The three men fled to China sepa-
rately between Dec 5 and Dec 12 that 
year. Koh returned home voluntarily 
a year later, and was caught at the air-
port. His alleged accomplices remain 
at large.  

Deputy Public Prosecutor Ng 
Jean Ting said that it was clear the 
trio had no intention of running Volks 
Auto as a legitimate business, de-
spite the steps taken to make it seem  
like one.

The car prices quoted to custom-
ers were below prevailing industry 
rates, and the business was not viable,  
she added. 

“The trio were not novices who 
made poor commercial judgments, 
but instead had prior experience in the 
car dealing industry, and used their 
knowledge and experience for their 
own ends — to the detriment of the 
victims,” she said. 

No restitution has been made. 
Representing Koh pro bono, law-

yer Cheryl Ng, from Intelleigen Le-
gal, said that Koh had received only a 
fraction of the illicit proceedings, and 
had little interaction with customers 
on the ground. 

“My client returned to Singapore 
to face the music, despite knowing 
that he was wanted by the police. 
Some credit should be given to that,” 
said Ms Ng. VALERIE KOH

Rasheed said that he had made a 
profit of S$200 to S$300, but Ramzan 
had lost money and hatched the plan 
to kill the victim. 

He also claimed that Ramzan had 
threatened to hurt his family in Paki-

stan if he did not help in the murder.
Ramzan’s account was that he had 

lost money to the victim during a gam-
bling session two days before the mur-
der. He then pleaded without success 
for the money to be returned. During 
a second round of gambling on the day 
of the murder, he repeated the same 
pleas in vain. 

All of a sudden, Rasheed smoth-
ered the victim with his shirt, Ramzan 
said. He then asked Ramzan to hold 
onto the shirt, while he used a string 
to strangle the victim.

A forensic pathologist found that 
the victim had died after being smoth-
ered, and the other injuries — includ-
ing abrasions across the neck — might 
have been inflicted after the victim 
was dead or near death. 

Delivering his judgment yesterday, 
Justice Choo said he did not believe 
Rasheed was threatened and fright-
ened into helping Ramzan. 

‘”He is senior to Ramzan by 18 
years … Rasheed was the leader by 
the manner and appearance of both 
men in court, particularly when 
they were being cross-examined,”  
he said. 

The threat of hurting Rasheed’s 
family lacked credibility as well, giv-
en that they were in Pakistan and not 
“easily reachable” by Ramzan. 

The plan, Justice Choo said, was 
to strangle the victim with the string, 
and to prevent him from “raising 
the alarm” by covering his mouth 
with Rasheed’s shirt. “Ironically, the 
smothering killed Muhammad Noor 
before the nara (string) could do its 
job,” he added. 

Motivated by money, the duo had 
murdered the victim to avoid being 
identified after the robbery, Justice 
Choo said. 

“The plan required two persons. 
It was not an act that one man could 
safely and competently execute. I do 
not think that one man alone could 
have carried out the dismemberment 
of Muhammad Noor’s body.”


